The management of locally advanced head and neck squamous and basal cell carcinomas.
The management of locally advanced head and neck basal (BCC) and squamous cell (SCC) carcinomas has been controversial and often debated. The purpose of the current study was to present our experience in the treatment of non-melanotic head and neck skin malignancies. From 2000 to 2017, 34 patients with locally advanced head and neck skin tumors were treated in our hospital with wide local excision and immediate reconstruction mainly with rotational flaps, free tissue transfers and skin grafting. Histopathological examination revealed 10 BCCs, 22 SCCs and 2 cases of metatypical basal cell carcinomas. All patients were successfully submitted to ablative procedure with minimal morbidity and acceptable cosmetic results. Locally advanced head and neck SCCs and BCCs are large tumors that may invade adjacent structures or infiltrate into deep tissues. Complex reconstructive methods are needed to close the defect, with free tissue transferring being a reliable option. Finding clear margins is crucial in order to prevent unnecessary morbidity and local recurrence.